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Telefónica Germany sponsors founders competition 
enable2start and offers venture capital for winners 
 

 Five O2 start-up packages worth up to 5,000 euros in addition to the 

prize money 

 Winners will be able to present their business plan as part of 

Telefónica’s Venture Capital programme 

 CEO René Schuster is member of the jury 

 

MUNICH. A kick-start for good ideas: Telefónica Germany is once again 
sponsoring the enable2start start-up initiative this year – but with a 
new twist. Not only will the winners have the chance to pitch their 
projects to Telefónica’s worldwide Venture Capital programme, but all 
five will also receive a start-up package worth up to 5,000 euros that 
includes the O2 on Business tariff and a solution from the O2 portfolio 

that matches their business idea. 
 

enable2start is organised by Financial Times Deutschland (FTD) and the 
Center for Innovation and Business Creation at the Technical University 
Munich (UnternehmerTUM). The competition is considered to be Europe’s 
largest start-up competition with the most prize money. On the jury again 
this year will be René Schuster, CEO of Telefónica Germany, whose O2 
Business division is a proven partner to people starting up in business. The 
five teams with the most convincing business concepts will each receive 
start-up financing of 50,000 euros from enable2start. After that, they can 
apply for considerably greater venture capital financing from Telefónica S.A. 
 
“O2 Business has the perfect offers for the self-employed, freelancers and 

young businesses. We have supported enable2start for years now, because 
people setting up in business need strong partners, but in 2011 we’ll be 
offering much more”, says Johannes Pruchnow, Director of Business for 



 

 

 

Telefónica Germany. “Telefónica facilitates venture capital financing and 
awards attractive founders packages to the start-ups. enable2start is the 
perfect platform for young entrepreneurs building the companies of the 
future based on their creative business ideas.” 
 

The application phase kicked off on 2 August and runs until 9 October 2011. 

Interviews with 40 to 50 selected company founders will be held at the 
beginning of December in Hamburg, Berlin, Munich and Düsseldorf. The jury 
will decide on the victors on 1 and 2 February 2012. Besides the attractive 
prizes, entrants can also look forward to reporting by the FTD over many 
months in its printed editions and on its website. 
 

All entrepreneurs who are about to found a company or who have founded a 
company in the last two years are eligible to take part. Their business plan, 
the originality of their ideas, the team’s CVs and their company’s growth 
orientation will be among the decisive factors for the selection of 
candidates. For the full terms and conditions for participation see 
http://www.enable2start.de. 
 

 
Telefónica Germany GmbH & Co. OHG and its brands O2 and Alice belong to Telefónica 

Europe and are part of the Spanish telecommunication group Telefónica S.A. The Company 

offers its German private and business customers postpaid and prepaid mobile telecom 

products as well as innovative mobile data services based on the GPRS and UMTS 

technologies. In addition, the integrated communications provider also offers DSL fixed 

network telephony and high-speed internet. According to a network test by “connect” 

magazine (edition 12/10), the O2 network is top of the list when it comes to reliable file 

downloads and champion in the telephony category. In the overall result the company is on 

second position. Telefónica Europe has more than 57 million mobile and fixed network 

customers in Great Britain, Ireland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Germany. 

 

Further information: 

Telefónica Germany GmbH & Co. OHG  

Press Relations 

Markus Oliver Göbel, press spokesman 

Georg-Brauchle-Ring 23-25 

80992 München 

t +49 (0)89 2442-1280 

f +49 (0)89 2442-1209 

e markus-oliver.goebel@o2.com 

 

www.telefonica.de/presse 

http://www.enable2start.de/

